The Origins of Mortals

' LVV4UI - Grade 12 Classical Civilization - Mr. A. Wittmann
| Unit2 — Lecture ?
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Creation of Mortals

Wlng is our world the way it 157
Where did we come from?
Whg are we here?

Wlng are we unique?

Whg do we suffer?

Greek mgths similar to Sumerian & Biblical mgtlns




| Prometheus

Prometheus (Forethought) . the son of the
Titans la!:)etus and Themis

Macle man From clust ancJ water
Known as Protector o1c mortals

Prometheus taught man all the civilized arts & |
technologg |

Trickster folktale character motif

Doublet brother is Epimetheus
(aitterthought)
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Feast at Meconé

Zeus cautious of losing poweré suspicious of Prometheus

Prometheus offers of meat & bone bundles & Zeus chooses the worst
E‘tiological to explain sacrifice to the gocls

Human eat meat, gods eat bones

Zeus removes nature fire Prometheus steals fire & gives it to the mortals
SCParation between divine & human (Fa” from grace)

Prometheus chained in the Caucasus Mts. Kratos

* AeschglusJ The Prometheus Bound - Zeus learns to rulejustlg
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Pandora

s Zeus orders Hephaes’tus & Aphrodite to make Pandora (woman)
* Beauty & sexual desire

. Herjar containing toil, cleath, disease, sorrow, etc.

» Married to Epimetheus & thcg open thejar

» End of man's Golden Age (how sex, birth, aging & death)

* Al thejars contents released except “hol:)e”

+ Pandora (woman) is Punishment

* Jarisa metaphor for Pandora & childbirth

* Born OTC woman exposes you e Ihce O1C mortal sugering
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Hesiod’s The Five Races of Man

Golden Age (age of Cronus)

s live & minglecl with the gocls, peace & harmong, did not have to worlg very old age,
outhful appearance, died peacefully, became suardian angels
Y PP P Y = 2

Silver Age (age of Zeus)

Siagcc of Zeus, lived 100 years, controlled 199 mothers, violence, impious, clestrogecl bﬂ Zeus,
spirits of the underworld

Bronze Age (Hlood of Deucalion)

* made from Ash trees, hardened & tough, bronze weapons, constant wamcarq live in Hades

Heroic Age (Mgcenaean)

- onlg age that iml:)roves upon the Previous age, died & went to Elysium

Iron Age (Hesiod’s time)

* toil and misery, might makes right, children dishonour their parents, brother vs. brother)

No Xenia
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Deucalion & The Great Flood

* Universal flood most common storg in the world

. * Sumerians, Akkadians, Babglonians, Hebrews
e Zeus investigates the a”egecl wickedness of humankind

B In clisguise, comes to the house of Lgcaon (wolb) : king of Arcadia

o Lgcaon feeds him human flesh

s /eus |<nows, & turns him into a wolf (Igcanthropg)

* Comes to the house of Pious Deucalion (son of Prometheus)

, * Destroy the world with a flood except Deucalion & Pgrrha
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Deucalion & Pgrrha

Deucalion and Pgrrha survive on a ratt
Theg land on Mt. Parnassus (Delphi)
/eus stops tlﬁe ﬂood

Repopulate the earth with the bones of mother
ear’ch

Son Hellen eponymous hero of the Greeks
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Gaea + Uranus

lapetus

I—I_;I

Prometheus Epimetheus + Pandora

Deucalion + Pyrrha
I
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Aeolus Xuthus
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CHART 5 The Descent of the Greek Tribes from the Race of Titans




Themeg

Men emerge out cnc the grouncl or are the Procluct

O1C a cra?tsman gocl.

There are clelags and restarts: it doesn't happen

a” abeonce:

Gods and human have a common origjn, but

something happens to cause a break.

There is Punishment for an oftence.
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